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Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service

October 7, 2025

It's About Time! 

Fire Safety in Your Home



Your Presenters: 

Mike Grinder Jim Resnick
Battalion Fire Chief Program Manager (contractor)

Community Risk Reduction Section
Senior Outreach & Education
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Tamarack Triangle Civic Association 

Board Members, Committee Members, & Volunteers 

AND YOU – for your interest and for 
being here!



MCFRS Operations
• 618 calls for service within this census tract in CY2024

• 85% were EMS-related
• 17 ALS2 calls
• Seven full assignments 

• Specifically within the Tamarack community (defined as the 
boundaries of Fairland Rd., E. Randolph Rd, and Tamarack 
Neighborhood Park)
• One reported building fire since 2021
• Homes are primarily owner occupied
• Very few cardiac arrests and strokes
• Traumatic injuries occur more frequently 
• No overdoses



MCFRS Community Risk Reduction
PREVENTION & EDUCATION = IMPROVED RESILIENCE 

• MCFRS will continue to improve this community’s resilience to any 
emergency through prevention and education initiative

• Fire Prevention & Fire Safety: 
• Ensuring WORKING Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms

• Learning & Reinforcing Fire Escape Plans for the Home

• Teaching about Compartmentation, Rapid Notification

• Hands-only CPR 

• Stroke symptom recognition 

• Stop the Bleed



Time to “Take Charge of Battery Safety” 



TIME & SAFETY

•17 Minutes

Home Fire 1970s-1980s

•Less than 3 Minutes

Home Fire Today



TIME & SAFETY

•30 seconds - 1 minute

(Reaction Time)

       Action!



TIME & SAFETY

Less than 1 Minute



TIME & SAFETY

1 Minute to Test Your Alarms



Working Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms

You MUST TEST YOUR Alarms to ensure that they work!



TIME & SAFETY

4 or 5 minutes
                                                         mcfrs.org/mcsafe

    



Make the Right Call!

9-1-1 only for emergencies

301-279-8000 only to report non-emergencies

3-1-1 general Montgomery County government information



TIME & SAFETY

HEART ATTACK:

Notice ANY Signs or 
Symptoms?
Call 911 

TIME = HEART CELLS

                                                         

    



TIME & SAFETY

STROKE:

Notice ANY Signs or 
Symptoms?
Call 911 

TIME = BRAIN CELLS
                                                         

    



Calling 911

•When 

•Why

•How

•Important Points



What You Say Matters:
Fire/Rescue Response is Based Upon Information from Your Call:

Sick Person or Injured Person 
w/no complications

One Ambulance



What You Say Matters:
Fire/Rescue Response is Based Upon Information from Your Call:

Chest Pains, Trouble 
Breathing, Diabetic or 
Complex Medical or 
Trauma Patient 

1 Ambulance & 1 Paramedic Engine



What You Say Matters:
Fire/Rescue Response is Based Upon Information from Your Call:

Unconscious Person,  
Cardiac Arrest

1 Ambulance & 2 Paramedic Engines



What You Say Matters:
Fire/Rescue Response is Based Upon Information from Your Call:

Automatic Fire Alarm

One Engine & One Truck/Tower



What You Say Matters:
Fire/Rescue Response is Based Upon Information from Your Call:

House or Building Fire

5 Engines, 2 Trucks/Towers, 
1 Rescue Squad, 1 Ambulance, 
2 Chiefs



Police/Law Enforcement – Emergency Call 911

Autism/Alzheimer’s/Dementia
• Call 9-1-1 immediately if your loved one 

has wandered so that police can 
respond. 

• Do not wait to call 9-1-1. 

• In some instances, families will first try 
and search for their missing loved ones 
without assistance and feel they can’t 
call emergency responders for 
assistance immediately. 

• If you don’t immediately call 9-1-1, 
precious time is lost, which could lead to 
a tragic ending.



When in Doubt:         CALL 911



Before We Leave…

• Injury Prevention
• Fall Prevention 

• Sharp Object Safety

• Hot Objects & Liquids

• Infectious Diseases 

• Medication Safety
• Organization of Meds

• Listing of Meds

• Getting Assistance

• File of Life

• Fire Prevention
• Unattended Cooking
• Rechargeable Batteries
• Electrical Issues
• Candles
• Irresponsible Smoking

• Fire Safety
• Plan A – Get Out Then Call 911
• Plan B – Get Out Another Way/911
• Plan C – Get Safe Then Call 911
• Practice Your Plan!



FILE OF LIFE



Wrap Up and Q & A 
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